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resisting oppressors, we implicitly condemn those
who submitted to oppressors. If a nation is divided
or wanting in courage, public spirit, and independ-
ence, it will be trampled down ; and though we may
most rightfully blame the tramplers, it is idle to
exonerate the trampled. It is easy, in the same way,
to make the rich solely responsible for all the misery
of the poor. The man who has got the booty is
naturally regarded as the robber* But, speaking
scientifically, that is, with the desire to state the
plain facts, we must admit that if the poor are those
who have gone to the wall in the struggle for wealth;
then, whatever unjust weapons have been used in
that struggle, the improvidence and vice and idleness
have certainly been among the main causes of defeat.
Here, as before, the question is not, who is to be
punished ? We can only settle that when dealing
with individual cases. It is the question, what is the
cause of certain evils ? and here we must resist the
temptation of supposing that the class which in
some sense appears to profit by them, or, at least, to
be exempt from them, has, therefore, any more to do
with bringing them about than the class which
suffers from them.

The reflection may put us in mind of what seems
to be a general law. The ultimate cause of the
adoption of institutions and rules of conduct is often